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ON ACTIVE SERVICE,

Daring the War aboul ame hindred of our snen were called up
for service with the Arned Forves.  Thi was a very considerable
wwmber from a frm ol our size which at the outhreak of war had
2,365 emplovees and which at its peak numbered 4,183, of whom
1,409 were Wemen,

Men drom the Worke saw service in all theatres of war. The
Reservists and Terrilerials who joined up at the outbreak of hostilities
were in action i Belgrom and France in the early davs ol the War;
somi ware taken privoper when Frageo {ell, and remained in captivity
for frve Jomg years, Our meen fook part i the compaizns in the Middle
East, wihiich proved ome of the turming points of the War., Thev fought
in Greeve amd Haly, and belped in the defence of Malta, There were
Commandos who took part in during raids such as that made on the
Lofoten Tslands, and aicmen who flew in offensive actions over enemy
territory o helped fo defend our conniry against air attack,

My of ous mien were @ the armies sent fo the Far East o resisi
Japanese apgression, and some of them fell 3o action or were faikon
prisomer.  Otheas who folloved them ook part in the advance which
freed ferritory previonsly over-run by the Japanese armies,

S6ll others joined the Royal Ravy and saw actiof i osajor naval
engagetients or did convoy daly. There were men who velunteered
tor serviee with the Metchant Ravy, abd, under the protection of eur
battleships, brought essential cargoes of mw materials and food to
the mother conntry, in spite of
persistent olforts by the enemy
to elose our vital snpply revtes,
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It is teaved that even now
et Kofl ol Homonr s -

O el Weie e action
when the Allied Armies took
fhe War into Germany  and
fimally  achieve] (he ol of
Nazi aggression i Edrope.
They were serving, too, in the
Far East when e Japanese
armies eapitulated.

These mew had ey pha
varivd cxperiences doving the
War, but they retamed their
conrage and chiverfuliiess even
during e dark days when
the road to vidory seemied
very Jong and very  hard.

We hear the story of the
soldier whi wis takien prisoner
when France fell in 1940, and
who was m a German prisoner
of war camp for nearly five
years; he escaped three times,
only to be recaptured, but sull
did not give up hope. Hiy
fpurth allempt al escape was
suceessiul, and he oventially reached the Russian Yoes,  There,
however, he was edd as a sospected German woti] Tie was able to
establish bis identity, Then be fosnd himsell a free man once more,
amd evestually reached England after travelling hundreds of miles,

There are still many men from the Works on service overseas in
the armies of ocenpation, biut we hope tiat 3t will not be Jony before
they are abde to rejoin their famifies and return to their former jobs,

ROLL OF HONOUR.

When we said good-bye to our men who joined the Forces, we
hoped that they would all retiirn 1o the Works safe and well. Bt
war takes ils ol indiserimmately, and we bave lost more than thirty
men whe were hilled on active service,

We Danonr e menety of these men, otr fellow wotkers, whe
gave their lives tn defence of freedom, and our sympathy gees out 1o
thelr Bereaved refatives, They made the supreme sacrifice, and their
mames should be a constant reminder that they bave Jeft us a trost
te folfil—the duiy to secure peace for all time.

The ensuing Roll of Hongoir inclodes the sames of all men
knowil 1o is who died on active service, and shiows the departments
in which they wotked prior to enlisiment,

‘;At the going down of the sun and in the morning we will rememhﬂr':tbm."

comrplaite, dor we have received
inforimabion yeeently  about
the desth of smen whe were
faken prsoners-ol-way by the
Japanese over Shiree years ago,
while others whe fought in the

Far Eastern theatre of war
are  still  wnaccounted  for.

Moteover, there are several
men who hove been repatiec
nissing abesad whom no further
mews has been recedved, bt
wihose death on active service
mway have been confirmed 1o
iy mexi-ol-kin withost our
Jeowledge., We shall be grate-
bl 1o reeeive  information
abont any othier men whese
tranies shonld be added to the
Rodl ol Hooeur inseribed  on
onr War Memorial, so that we
may  commemerate all men
o the Weorks who  fought
and fell i the sesviee of their
eowntty during the war,

THE WAR MEMORIAL.

The memory of o men who laid dowss thedr Yives dusing (he
War s preserved by a memerial placed fn the Werks prounds.

The site is onme of the quictest spets within the Works precincts,
ani the surconnding ground bas been Taid ot carefolly to form an
appropriate setiimg.  The memorial, which & of Hornton stone, & in
the form of a column surmounted by a sundial and set in the middle
of an ornamental poul. The column bears a commemdrative inscrip-
tion and the manes of Whe Fallen,

Neat by, in a flower border, a back marble fabiel, designed and
exectited by & member of var Staff, reminds ws of the close comper-
tion that existed between owr war effort and the Royal Air Force.
1t bears the words, ** Never before in the history of human conffict
was 5o much owed by so many o ss lew.”

It is appropriate o mention that the suggestion that a memorial
shoutd be ervcted Brst came Trate oar emplayees, who wished to
pay tribule to their former weorkmetes.

We acknowledge. with gratitude, the assitance given by the
Company's architect, Mr. Gilbert T. Gardner, FLR.LB.A., who gave
his services Ireely in the design of the memorial, and the co-operation
of Mesirs. Hinkins & Frewin, whe provided the labovir for the work
entailed I 1is erection.



